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Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 4, 5,1 1,12 and 20 objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 4, in lines 2 and 6, recites "so-dium" and "selec-ted". 

Claim 4, in line 2, recites the term "from among". This term should be replaced with the 
term —from the group consisting of--. 

Claim 5, in line 2, recites "bro-mate". 

Claim 1 1, in line 3, recites "TE-TRASODIUM". 

Claim 1 1, in line 3, recites the term "from among". This term should be replaced with the 
term —from the group consisting of--. 

Claim 20, in lines 3-4, recites "thi-ckener" and aque-ous". These terms in the claims 
should be corrected. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 12 recites thickener polymers selected from a table. These thickener polymers 
should be recited in a Markush language (selected from the group consisting of) followed by the 
claimed species of the polymers without chemical designation such as acrylayes copolymer, 

acrylates/C 10-30 alkyl, acrylate crosspolymer, acrylates/acrylamides copolymers and/or . 

Appropriate correction is required in order to put the claim in a proper form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 7-14, 17-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dias (US 6,540,791 Bl). 

Dias (US' 791 Bl) teaches a hair bleaching composition comprising hydrogen peroxide 
and bromate as oxidizing agents in the amounts of 0.1 to 6% which within the claimed amounts 
as claimed in claims 1, 4-5 and 7 (see col. 5, lines 25-46), ethylenediaminotetraacetic acid as 
peroxide stabilizer as claimed in claim 8 (see col. 8, lines 46-47), etidronic acid estabilizer in the 
amount of 0.1 % and 0.2% as claimed in claims 9 and 1 1 (see cols. 51-52, The tables), stabilizers 
of a combination of disodium pyrophosphate and etidronic acid as claimed in claim 10 (sec col. 
9, lines 17-18), thickener of acrylic copolymers in the amounts of 0.5 to 5% as claimed in claims 
12-13 (see col. 15, lines 14-41), water in the amount of 50 to 98% as claimed in claim 14 (see 45, 
lines 1-19), cationic polymers as claimed in claim 17 (see col. 26, line 8) and amphoteric 
compound of lauryamidopropyldimethylcarboxymethyl betaine as claimed in claim 1 8 (see col. 
13, lines 57-50). Dias (US' 791 Bl) also teaches 2-component preparation as claimed in claim 20 
(see col. 49, lines 1-12), wherein the composition is in the form of a gel as claimed in claim 2 
(see col. 49, line 35). Dias teaches all the limitations of the instant claims. Hence, Dias 
anticipates the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3, 5-6 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dias 
(US 6,540,791 Bl). 

Dias (US' 791 Bl) teaches a hair bleaching composition having a pH in the range of 5-1 1 
which covered the claimed range as claimed in claim 5 and overlapped with the claimed range as 
claimed in claim 6 (see col. 48, lines 50-51). 

The instant claims differ from the reference by reciting a composition having basic and 
acidic pH values. 

However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to formulate such a composition by optimizing the pH ranges of the 
composition to arrive at the claimed invention because the reference clearly teaches a 
composition having similar ingredients in the claimed amounts and wherein the composition has 
a pH in the ranges of 5 to 1 1 (see col. 48, lines 50-51) that includes acidic and basic regions and, 
thus, a person of the ordinary skill in the art would expect such a composition to have similar 
properties to those claimed, absent unexpected results. 

With respect to claims 3 and 19, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to formulate a transparent composition with the 
claimed range of viscosity to arrive at the claimed invention. Such a modification would have 
been obvious because Dias (US' 791 Bl) clearly teaches a composition having ingredients 
similar to those claimed and wherein the composition may be in a gel from as described above. 
The composition also comprises viscosity control agents (see col. 47, lines 37-38) and, thus, a 
person of the ordinary skill in the art would expect such a composition to have physical 
properties of transparence and viscosity similar to those claimed in the absence of contrary. 
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4 Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dias 
(US 6,540,791 Bl) in view of Legrand et al. (US 2004/0034944 Al). 

The disclosure of Dias (US' 791 Bl) as described above, teaches an oxidative hair 
composition comprising solvents of polyhydric alcohols (see col. 45, lines 1-6). 

The instant claims differ from the reference by reciting 1,2,3-propane-triol (glycerol) as 
specific species of the genus polyhydric alcohols. 

Legrand et al. (US' 944 Al) in analogous art of hair bleaching formulation, teaches a 
composition comprising glycerol (1 ,2,3-propae-triol) in the amounts of 0.5 to 20% as claimed in 
claims 15-16 (see page 22, paragraphs, 0232-0233). 

Therefore, in view of the teaching of the secondary reference, one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to formulate a bleaching composition that comprises 
glycerol (1,2,3-propane-triol) as an organic solvent to arrive at the claimed invention because 
Dias as a primary reference suggests the use of polyhydric alcohols as organic solvents in the 
composition. Legrand et al. as a secondary reference clearly teaches the claimed species of 
glycerol as organic solvent in a bleaching composition and, thus, a person of the ordinary skill in 
the art would select any of the species of the genus taught by reference, including those of the 
claims, because an ordinary artisan would have the reasonable expectation that any of the species 
of the genus would have similar properties and thus, the same use as the genus as a whole, absent 
unexpected results. 
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Conclusion 

5 The references listed on from PTO- 1449 have been reviewed by the examiner and are 
considered to be cumulative to or less material than the prior art references relied upon in the 
rejection above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eisa B. Elhilo whose telephone number is (571) 272-13 15. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - F (8:00 -4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pyon Harold can be reached on (57 1 ) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Eisa B Elhilo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 
April 26, 2008 
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